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SUB J : BILL GRANTING AMNESTY TO COUP GROUP APPROVED 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE DEC 14 BANGKOK POST THE COMMITTEE TO 
SCRUTINIZE DRAFT BILLS APPROVED AND SENT TO THE NARA FOR 
ITS CONSIDERATION A BILL TO PARDON ALL ACTIONS OF THE 
NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM COUNCIL (NARC) AND ITS AGENTS 
IN SEIZING POWER ON OCT 6. THE BILL WAS SUBMITTED BY 
ASSEMBLYMAN LTG SAWAI DUANGMANI, RETIRED JUDGE ADVOCATE 
GENERAL. COL. SANGUAN KHAMONWONGSA. PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY- 
GNERAL ACKNOWLEDGED SUBMISSION OF THE AMNEST BILL AND 

PUT IT ON THE AGENDA FOR PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON DECEMBER 17. 

2. PREVIOUS REPORTS INDICATED THAT PRIME MINISTER THANIN 
KRAIWICHIAN OBJECTED TO THE INTRODUCTION OF THE AMNESTY 
BILL ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT WAS SUPERFLUOUS, SINCE THE 
CONSTITUTION HAD ALREADY PARDONED THE ACTION OF THE NARC. 
ARTICLE 29 OF THE CONSTITUTION SPECIFICALLY 

LEGALIZES "ALL ACTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS OR ORDERS” 

OF THE NARC AND THE NARC LEADER (ADM. SANGAT CHALOYU) 

AND "ACTS PROMULGATED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AFORE- 
MENTIONED ACTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ORDERS." 

3. COMMENT: AMNESTY FOR PERPETRATORS OF COUPS IS A 
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THE CASE OF THE OCT. 6 COUP ONLY THE DELAY IN REQUEST- 
ING AMNESTY WAS OUT OF THE ORDINARY. THANIN’S OBJECTION 
TO THIS AMNESTY BILL APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN WELL-TAKEN. 

AMNESTY GRANTED IN A CONSTITUTION DRAFTED BY AGENTS OF 
THE COUP GROUP WOULD APPEAR TO BE AS VALID AS A LAW 
PROMULGATED BY AN APPOINTED ASSEMBLY. HOWEVER, IN 
THIS INSTANCE THANIN APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN OVERRULED. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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